Evaluation of a selective medium for the isolation and differentiation of Haemophilus influenzae and Haemophilus parainfluenzae from the respiratory tract of chronic bronchitics.
Respiratory tract specimens from chronic bronchitic patients were cultured for Haemophilus species on conventional chocolate agar and a modified sucrose medium in order to determine the accuracy of the new medium in differentiating Haemophilus influenzae from Haemophilus parainfluenzae strains. Haemophilus influenzae biotypes II and III and Haemophilus parainfluenzae biotypes I and II were found to be the predominant strains isolated from the respiratory tract. The modified sucrose medium was found to be a rapid and reliable means of differentiating Haemophilus influenzae from Haemophilus parainfluenzae by sucrose fermentation, on initial isolation.